
At Dorseyville Middle School in the Fox Chapel Area School District, a concerted effort is
underway to invigorate classroom engagement through various proven strategies. Teachers
at the school have embraced various techniques designed to stimulate active participation
and foster deeper understanding among their students.

One of the primary focuses at Dorseyville Middle School is on Engaging Questioning
Strategies. Teachers skillfully craft thought-provoking questions that encourage critical
thinking and participation from every student. These questions catalyze stimulating
discussions, prompting students to analyze, evaluate, and articulate their thoughts.

Another cornerstone of their approach isPurposeful Small Group activities. These groups
are structured with assigned roles and tasks, ensuring every student actively contributes to
the group's objectives. This collaborative setting fosters teamwork and promotes individual
accountability and engagement.

QuickWrites followed by sharing sessions are a common practice at the school. Students
engage with short prompts to write about, encouraging them to express their ideas
succinctly and then share their thoughts with peers. This strategy develops writing,
communication, and listening skills.

The Think, Pair, Sharemethod is employed regularly, encouraging students to reflect
individually before discussing their thoughts with a partner and then sharing with the whole
class. This technique provides students multiple opportunities to process information and
articulate their understanding.

Using non-verbal cues such as Thumbs Up/Down/Sideways andWhiteboard Responses for
formative assessment allows teachers to gauge student understanding instantly. This
approach provides valuable feedback, enabling instructors to adjust their teaching
strategies in real-time to address anymisconceptions.

ImplementingNotices andWonders encourages students to observe, question, and analyze
information. This technique promotes curiosity and critical thinking skills by inviting
students to inquire and explore various aspects of the topic.

Exit Tickets followed by sharing sessions are helpful for both students and teachers.
Students summarize their learning or pose questions before leaving the classroom, allowing
instructors to assess comprehension and address any lingering doubts or confusion.

Choral Responses, where the entire class responds together in unison, foster a sense of
community, and ensure active participation from every student.

Dorseyville Middle School's commitment to employing diverse engagement strategies
reflects a dedication to creating dynamic and inclusive classroom environments. By



implementing these techniques, teachers nurture a culture of active participation, critical
thinking, and continuous learning among their students, ultimately contributing to their
academic success and personal growth.

For more information on implementing these engagement strategies or to learn about the
comprehensive educational programs at Dorseyville Middle School, please contact Dr. Laura
Miller, Program Principal.

https://dms.fcasd.edu/
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